
 
 

 

History Vocabulary 

 EYFS 

 

Key Vocabulary: EYFS 

 

Key history vocabulary: 
Continually revisit previously 

taught words. 

Specific vocabulary for 

content: 
Continually revisit previously 
taught words. 

Historical skills vocabulary: 
Continually revisit previously 

taught words. 

Other general words for this 

age group: 
Continually revisit previously 
taught words. 

A long time ago 

same/different 

change 

people 

lives 

history 
artefact 

past/now 

modern 

old 

new 

Uses senses-touch, see, smell, hear 

discuss 

questioning 

finding out 

order 

compare 



 
 

 

Key Vocabulary: KS1 

 
Key history vocabulary: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Specific vocabulary for content: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Historical skills vocabulary: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Other general words for this age group: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

history 

significant 

timeline 

order 

compare 

similar/different 

fact/opinion 

artefact 

event 

source 

evidence 

changes 

invention 

question 

cause 

consequences 

reason 

connections 

century/decade 

living memory 

different periods of time 

1. Changes within living memory: 

change in national life 

parents/grandparents 

great grandparents 

lifetimes 

way of life 

home life, transport, materials, leisure 

2. Events beyond living memory: 

significant 

nationally 

globally 

commemorate 

festivals 

anniversaries 

remembrance 

key features of events 

parliament 

monarchy 

3. Significant individuals: 

contribution 

national 

international 

achievements 

aspects of life 

monarch 

reign 

coronation 

explorer 

inventor 

4. Significant historical events, people and 

places in own locality: 

local 

impact 

museum 
buildings 

observation 

sequence 

contrast 

research 

using sources 

ability to build a timeline 

research using different resources 

questioning 

discussion 

compare and contrast 

making connections 

making conclusions 

modern 

past/present/future 

memory 

information 

similarity 

difference 

lives 

memorial 

monument 

Vocabulary linked to the local area: 

Burtonwood airbase 

army 

base 

USA air force 

WW11 



 
 

 

Key Vocabulary: Key Stage 2 

 
Key history vocabulary: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Specific vocabulary for content: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Historical skills vocabulary: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Other general words for this age group: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

As above plus.... 

 

chronological 

millenium 

century/decade 

BC/BCE 

AD/CE 

era 

time period 

similarities/differences 

prehistoric 

evidence 

primary/secondary 

sources 

ancient 

modern 

archaeology 

archaeologist 

contrasts 

trends over time 

influence 

significant 

impact 

 

Vocabulary linked to the local area: 

Queen Victoria 

Victorian 

workhouse 

library 

electricity 

water supply 

1. Changes from the Stone Age to Iron 

Age: 

Britain 

temporary/permanent 

palaeolithic 

hunter-gatherers 

mesolithic 

neolithic 

early famers/farming 

deforestation 

Skara Brae 

Bronze Age 

Stonehenge 

Iron Age hill forts 

tribal kingdoms 

2. Achievements of the earliest 

civilizations: 

civilizations 

irrigation 

Ancient Sumer 

Indus Valley 

Ancient Egypt 

mummification 

pyramid 

Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

3. Ancient Greece: 

western world 

democracy 

philosophy 

olympic games 

Athens 

Parthenon 

Acropolis 

4. Roman Empire and impact on Britain: 
Julius Caesar 

As above plus... 

 

interpretation 

facts/opinion 

evidence 

chronology 

constructing a timeline ordering artefacts 

research 

enquiry 

comparison 

reliability 

continuity 

significance 

discussion 

argument 

reasoning 

frame historically-valid 

draw contrasts, analyse trends 

As above plus... 

 

achievements 

process of change 

landscape 

settlements 

empire 

diversity 

societies 

slave 

citizen 

dynasties 

relationship 

identity 

challenges 

influence 

reveal 

technology 

climate 

travel 

road system 

trade 

art and culture 

overview 

connections 

regional 

national 

international 

constructed 

architecture 

religion 

worship 

sacrifice 

beliefs 

temples 



 
 

 
 Claudius 

invasion 

conquest 

resistance 

Boudica 

Romanisation 

Hypocaust 

viaduct/aquaduct 

gladiator 

coliseum 

amphitheatre 

Hadrian's wall 

 senate 

inventions 

peace 

power 

conquer 

laws 

justice 

medicine 

leisure 

baths 

theatre 

myths 

legends 

education 

prosperity 
wealth 



 
 

 

Key Vocabulary: Key Stage 2 

 
Key history vocabulary: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Specific vocabulary for content: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Historical skills vocabulary: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Other general words for this age group: 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

As above plus.... 

 

cause and effect 

propaganda 

bias 

society 

empire 

point of view 

objectivity 

subjectivity 

consequences 

legacy 

modern British values 

laws 

 

Vocabulary linked to the local area: 

1. Britain's settlement by Anglo-Saxons 

and Scots 

dark ages 

Christian conversion 

Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne 

Sutton Hoo 

2. Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for 

the kingdom of England: 

raids 

resistance 

Danegeld 

Alfred the Great 

Althelstan 

Edward the Confessor 

3. A non-European society that provides 

contrasts with British history c. AD 900 

advanced civilizations 

Early Islamic Civilization: 

Baghdad 

Islam 

Prophet Muhammad 

Muslim 

mosque 

caliphs 

Golden Age 

astrolabes 

Mayan Civilization: 

Mesoamerica 

Codex 

Chichen Itza 

Study of an aspect or theme in British 

history that extends pupils' chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 

long arc of time 

legacy 

As above plus... 

 

deduction 

inference 

organising 

information 

chronology 

comparison 

observation 

discussion 

research 

reflection 

interpretation 

questioning- historically valid, perceptive 

questions 

investigate 

forming conclusions 

making links 

historical perspective 

judgement 

As above plus... 

 

invasions 

expansion 

kingdoms 

settlements 

village life 

peasantry 

hierarchy 

laws and justice 

withdrawal 

contexts 

cultural 

economic 

military 

political 

religious 

social history; short and long term 

timescales 

civilization 

gender 

period/era 

achievements 

influence 

scholars 

dynasties 

symbolic 

renowned 

conquer 

civilization 

comparison 

calendar 

astronomy 

observatory 
wisdom 



 
 

 
 turning point 

 

Vocabulary linked to the local area: 

 community 

impact 

merchants 

archaeologists 

complexity 

successful leader 

contrasting arguments and interpretations 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 


